two of Mr. Cole's cases that night. One of these had a fistula and the tissues felt per rectum were so indurated that it was not possible to say there was no recurrence, although three years had elapsed: the other after one year seemed to be free. In any case there was no doubt that the patients had benefited. He could corroborate Mr. Cole's statement as to the frequency with which pyometra was met with in these cases. With regard to the preliminary preparation the curette was much inferior to Doyen's cutting forceps which dispensed with the use of a volsella, which might easily lead to implantation. The somewhat high mortality of the Percy method and the frequent occurrence of fistulae were important drawbacks in a palliative operation. And it was curious that none of the cases were operable cases. In these respects the Percy method appeared to be inferior to radium treatment. He preferred to the cool cautery .the hot kitchen poker as a palliative measure, and the hot electric or Pacquelin cautery as a curative measure, of the efficacy of which he would show an example that night.
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Extensive Cancer of Cervix: Removal by Vaginal
Hysterectomy with the Cautery and Ligaments cauterized.
By HERBERT R. SPENCER, M.D.
THE specimen was removed by vaginal hysterectomy with the cautery on November 5, 1908, from a lady aged 60 (less four days), the mother of two children, who was sent to me by Mr. E. A. Barton. She was nervous and stout, and a bad subject for abdominal hysterectomy. The body of the uterus (see figure) is atrophic but slightly distended by a hydrometra. The cancer eytends upwards to the internal os, downwards anteriorly on to the vagina, and outwards greatly distends the cervix within the broad ligaments, especially on the left side, where it is covered with but a thin shell of tissue, which tore during the remo-val. As it appeared that a thin shell of tissue had been left be1ind, a thick kitchen poker, heated to a dull-red heat, was applied to the broad and utero-sacral ligaments, which had been felt before the operation to be thickened.
The patient made a simple recovery and has had no trouble since. I saw her in excellent health in November, 1920, on her seventy-second birthday, more than twelve years after the operation.
I prefer a thick kitchen poker heated to a ;dull-red heat and passed through a wooden speculum to the electric or Pacquelin's cautery for the destruction of cancer, owing to the pressure which can be made with it and the massive heat it supplies. I have also used for the purpose of preventing implantation the electric cautery heated to incandescence so intense that in some cases the pelvic fat was melted and the oil, set alight, flashed in the pelvis, giving a momentary flame of slight heat intensity. I am so much impressed with the value of heat in preventing local implantation (as shown by the rarity of recurrence tn the vaginal scar in my cases) that in future I intend to apply the slight heat of the flame of a spirit lamp to all raw surfaces.
The PRESIDENT said that in assessing the degree of success or failure in the surgical treatment of cancer of the cervix, there was generally a gross understatement of the total duration of the disease. The hair-breadth limit of healthy tissue which Dr. Herbert Spencer had mentioned was to an operator more fearful than prohibitive. The President had followed the late Mr. Edward Bickersteth's lead and removed the growth whenever he could get round it. In inoperable cases the direct application of liq. calcis bisulphitis, 1 in 8, on lint as a water dressing was still a favoured remedy in Liverpool.
